Koru Lifescience identifies drug compounds beneficial for COVID-19 trials
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The finding is currently processed by Koru IP team before entering clinical trials scheduled for Q1 2021.

New Zealand's Koru Lifescience, drug discovery, and advanced formulation research laboratory in Auckland, has identified
several known drug compounds of value in their study for the treatment of Covid-19. The study reports shall be published
after a scientific peer review within the next few months. The finding is currently processed by Koru IP team before entering
clinical trials scheduled for Q1 2021.
"It has been less than four months since we have started our research. It is incredible to be at this stage of research, where
we have up-and-coming drug candidates that may have the potential to be repurposed for SARS-CoV-2 entry inhibition," said
Joti Jain, Chairman of Koru.
From the initial phase, Koru has maintained a two-pronged approach that focuses equally on the entry inhibition and
intracellular replication of Sars-Cov-2. Inhibition of viral entry is critical as Sars-Cov-2 can enter host cells via both endosomal
and non-endosomal pathways. With this approach, Koru aims at preventing any escalation or progression of infection and the
possibility of a Cytokine storm that may result in inflammatory damage, which is commonly seen in severe cases, explained
Akhil Jain, CEO of Koru Lifescience.
The critical factor that led to these efforts was a growing concern regarding the availability of treatment and/or a vaccine for
New Zealand. If the Covid-19 therapy were successful in human trials, this therapy would be offered to New Zealand at cost
and priority as New Zealand remains Koru's priority. A similar offer shall be extended to several other countries facing severe
economic and health challenges and might not be in the frontline of getting any vaccine or therapy in the foreseeable future.
Further studies are in progress to have more data on the efficacy, dose determinations, and clinical outcome.
Koru's drug research program is about rational drug discovery, focusing on practical and less toxic therapeutics compounds
using polypharmacology as an approach; Koru is actively working on several targets. This approach has a significant impact
on saving the cost of development, offers therapy for unmet medical needs, and lowers overall healthcare costs.

